* LA 
n 


41 * IB 2 
K 


* 


- 


Y 2 


Mr. Tofe ph Davis 


BEING 
I A Brief Account of the moſt ma- 


terial Circumſtances of his Lic 
and Profeſſion. _ 


* Preſentel p: 
To his Dear Friends and Acquaint-W 
ance, to be read and peruſed fon; 
their Encoura ement in Duty, andi 
Imitation of Piety, in order to che 


Enjoyment of a Heavenly Lite EA 
ternally. 
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My Father Mr. John Davis, 
ho had been for a long time a 


Burgeſs and Chief Magiſtrate of 


the aforeſaid Corporation, and 
was in thoſe Days Nicknamed a 
Puritan, brought up his Children 
(conſidering the Darkneſs of thoſe 
times) Religiouſſy, which by the 
effectual Working of the Spiri 
of God, wrought his Fear in me 
in my Childhood, ſo as to ſhun 
and hate bad Company of my 
Rank, and alſo (as well as I 
could in that Eſtate of Child- 
hood) ro {eek to my Creator in 
Prayer privately; 

In Biſhop Laud's time, many 
of the beſt Preachers being ſi- 


lenc'd, I was drawn forth to thirſt 
after their Miniſtry, and upon 


the Firſt: Day in 1 Afternoon 


Lou" 


—_ WAA io ET. 


14 5 21 
(called Sunday) Iuſed frequently, 
with others, to go to hear thoſe 
that were accounted the beſt and 
moſt profitable Preachers, who at 
the beginning of the Civil War 
were nicknamed Browniſts, and 
afterwards Ronndhbeads. 

My Father, inclining to take 
the Parliament's fide, after Edge- 
hill Fight, and that King Charles 
_the Firſt came to the City of Ox- 
ord, and made it his Garriſon, 
was forced to leave his Shop and 
Houſe for fear of Impriſonment. | 
My Mother lying at that time 
languiſhing Condition, the 

[diers came in the mid- 
dle of the Night, and broke open 
our Shop, and took away all our 
moſt valuable Goods; and I pray- 
ng them to be merciful, they put 
; ao” "i 2 


[6] 
a Piſtol to my Gs Ag 
to ſhoot me. 

Some time after a Man wail 
Woman came with a pretended 
Commiſſion from Oxford, tocarry 
all away, but the God of Juſtice 
ſtirred up the People to do Ju- 
ſtice upon them, and prevented 
them from committing that Bar- 
barity at that time; but a little 
after they came with a Troop of 

| Robbers, and took away all; ſo 
that Father, Sons, and Daughter, 
were forced to fly to Warmick, 


the next Garriſon, and there live 


upon the ſpend. | 13 
Some time after Mr. Fraucis 
Coolling, a Mercer at Coventry, ſet. 


ing me, took a liking to me, to 


whom I was put Apprentice, and 


2 3 ſerved Nine Years: when I had 


{ erved 


T*7 


ſerved about Four Years, he ſer 
me to keep a Shop for him at 


Hales Owin in Worceſter-ſhire. 


At which Place God wrought 
fo effectually upon my Soul, that 


the Love of God and Chriſt cau- 
ſed me to thirſt after Heavenly 


and Divine Enjoyments, and the 
Country being barren of the true 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel-Religion, 
I thought the time long till I re- 
turned to Coventry, where I ha- 
ving received light into the Ordi- 


nance of Baptiſm, was 


(as a 


Believing Repenting Diſciple ) 
thoug ht worthy to paſs under 
that — (tho by many ſo 


much deſpiſed) Ordinance. 
I was no ſooner Baptized 


(i. e. 


according to the proper Significa- 


wu of the word Dipped) but I 


A 4 


was 


T 8 * 
was deſpied by all the Family ; 
and fell under great Trials upon 
the account of the Unfaithfulneſs 
of H. D. my Fellow-Servant, and 
then Head-Apprentice, who uſed 
to Purloyn irom our Maſter, 
which was diſcover d by our Mi- 
ſtreſss ſecretly laying Ten Shil- 
lings as a Trap in an open Place, 
upon which he was put into the 
Conſtable's Hands, and after his 
Father had fatisfy'd the Bond gi- 
ven for his Truth, he was turned 
out of Doors, and went to Lon- 
don. The Reproach that this rai- 
ſed on the Profeſſors of that Holy 
Religion he pretended to, and 
the Occaſion of Inſulting that it 
gave to its Adverſaries, was very 
grievous unto me, fo that it was 
ready to break my Heart, and my 
Trou- 
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Trouble on that Account was 
viſible in my Countenance, I 
was alſo ſo ſhaken and weak in 
my Mind, that | was even ready 
to fall; and had not everlaſting 
Arms been underneath to uphold 
me, and Integrity and Upright- 
neſs preſerved me, I had fallen. 
| My Maſter made uſe of this 
my Diſorder, to endeavour to 
try me, and appointed a Pres- 
byterian Miniſter to come to a 
Neighbouring Alderman's Houſe, 
to diſcourſe with me, but Jebo- 
.vah made me to ſtand. I was al- 
ſo appointed to wait on the ſaid 
Miniſter - another time, which - 
did, and ſincerely told him, I 
could not in my Conſcience deny 
and turn from the Truth I owned; 
and my God ſo moderated him, 
, chat 


1 
1 88 928 


(1 
that he ſaid he would not perwade 
me againſt my Conſcience, and lo 
diſmiſſed me. 
y the Rich Grace of 
God I was enabled to bear all 
the Scorns and Frowns of my 
Maſter ; and the Fear of God 
cauſed me to be much more Faith» 
ful and Diligentin his Buſineſs, tho 
I'having ſometimes Leiſure time, 
had uſually my Bible by me, and 
looking into God s Holy Word, 
one time eſpecially, my Maſter 
found me Reading, and thus re- 
baked me, ſaying, -' You ſtudy 
Dunce, but you will proceed a 
Block- head one of theſe Days. 
I brough Rich Grace I was not 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
nor of his poor deſpiſed People; 
and! in order to _ the Pro- 

feſſors 


feſſorsof this preſent Da y to Love 
and good Works 5 bear with me, 
to acquaint thoſe to whom cheſe 
may come, with my Practice at 
that time. 
Upon the weekly Day of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, which I then own - 
ed, I and ſeveral others roſe ear- 
ly in the Morning, and met to- 
gether, to pray and confer about 
the things of God, in order to 
help each other forward in our 
Chriſtian Race: This we did till 
Church-Worſhip:began ; and the 
lame: Improvement of our time, 
we made in the intervals of time, 
after Dinner, till the beginning of 
the 8 Worſhip, and 
at the End of the Afternoon 
Worſhip we repeated the fame 
Exerciſe, and: continued it un- 
4, | | til 


til Seven or Eight of the Clock. 
Ohl That before I die, I might 
ſee and hear the Fruit of ſuch 
Zeal, Livelineſs, and thorow 
Godlineſs in Profeſſors. This 
Word is too much verified; The 
full Soul oaths the Hony Comb. 
There wants a ſpiritual Hun- 
ger in the Saints, I mean the 
Primitive Apperite, ſuch as David 
had. My Soul longeth for God, 
when ſhall J appear before him ? 
Such as I know ro have been in 
thoſe Choſen out of the World, 
and that cloſed with Precious je- 


ſus, in that time when the Nati- 


on was. delivered from much Su- 


perſtition; at what time the Glo- 


ry began to depart. But I live 


in the Faith, and ſhall die in the 


Faith, that it ſhall return, when 
the 


1 


1 Jann . c J mu c 


the Spirit is poured from on 
High, the Wilderneſs become 
a fruitful Field, and the true 
Church Jeruſalem, be the Praiſe 
of the whole Earth, an Eternal 
Excellency, and the Joy of ma- 
ny Generations. | 

After ſome time I — to 
alter my Condition, and my Con- 
ſcience and Judgment, according 
to God's Holy Word, directing 
me to a Vertuous Woman, 1 
entered into a Married State with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wright, Siſter to 
Mr. Stephen Wright of Daventree, 
in Northampton-Shire, about the 
Year i655; by whom I obtain- 
ed, as the Gift of God, Four 
Children, which have all been re- 


moved from me, by Death, but 
= Son I whom the Lord 
hath 


( 143 
hath made a Staff to me, in my 


Old Age, and who is in the ſame 
Chriſtian Communion with me, 


keeping the Commandments of 
God, and the Faith of Jeſus. 


| Matter of Lamentation, that the 

Holy Seed do frequently inter- 
mingle themſelves in Marriage, 
with the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, being much degenerated 
from their Primitive Eſtate, like 
the Old World; Gen. 6. that 


periſned with he: Wicked, the 


Flood. carrying them all away: 
So: will the Day of the Lord be 
by Fire that hall burn like an O- 
ven Mal. 4. 


my Brethren to conſider of, "hs 


—_ on do Marry ſtrange Wives: 
God' 8 


But how may it be ſet down as 


Iſhall leave this Teſtimony for 


 _ wat nf fn am... 


: 1 

God's Word forbids ſuch Mar r= 
riages, as where Perſons are 
HAters, and are not in the — 
Worthip of God, Gen. 6. 2, 10. 
Exra 3. 11. 2 Cir, 6. 14, 15, 
16, 17. That are Unbelievers, 
Ungodly, Unrighteous, that 40 
not take Chriſt's Yoke upon them, 
but are Sons and Daughters of 
Belial, that will live without Go- 
vernment, and ſo cannot be ſaid 
to be in the Lord; 1 Cor. 7. 9. 

Such, in Scripture-Senſe, may 
be called Brothers and Siſters, 
that are Doers of Chriſt's Will; 
Matt. 1 2. 50. And St. Paul faith, 
1 Cor. 7. 5. Have not we ( in- 
eluding the reſt of the Saints. ) 
Power to lead about a Siſter, a 
Wife, 3 7 . have e Liberty 
no farther. 


I 


Y 16 by 

I had been Married but a ſow | 
Years, but the Sins and Diviſions 
among the Congregations, and 
Profeſſing Party, made way for 
what follow'd ; the Correſpon- 
dence and Confederacy generally 
of thoſe called Presbyterians , 
with thoſe that carried on the In. 
tereſt of King Charles the Second, }©: 
after Olider Cromwell's Death, K« 
moſt of the Vileſt and Looſe Pro- I. 
fane Gentry and Papiſts aſſoci- It 
ated in many of the Counties of b 
England, and made Hoſtile Prepa- v 
rations, to have violently wreſt- 
ed the Power out of the Army's 
Hands ; - but by the Vigilancy of 
thoſe in Power, their Deſigns 
were broken in moſt Connties. 

However, in Lancaſhire , Sir 
George Booth, a Presbyterian an 


6 

Conjunction with Papiſts, and 
= Perſons diſaffected to the 
Government, roſe in Arms, and 


became very formidable, which 
occaſioned the March of Licute- 


I nant General Lambert, and the 


Army under him, that way, by 
whom they were ſoon Routed 
and diſperſed ; and Booth himſelf, 
effeminately diſguiſed in Wo- 
[man's Apparel, deſigned to make 
I che beft of his way for London; 


ved, that he might not be ſuſ- 
. pected to bea Man, he was diſ- 


s covered and apprehended at New. 
f bort-Pannel, and carried to the 


Tower ; which ſhould be a War- 
ning to ſuch for the Future, not 
to joyn in any ſuch Actions, with 
ſuch as Tear not the Lord. 


I but going to a Barber's to be Sha- 
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Lieutenant General Monk being 


rians, ſtrengthned and ſo modelled 


diers, that might ſtand in the wa) 


„ 

After Lambert and his Army] 
had gain'd the Victory over the] 
other Party, they made ſuch Pro- 
poſals to the Parliament, Who 
gave them their Commiſſions, 
that ſo offended them, and crea- 
ted in them ſo great J calouſie, 
one of another, that King Charles 


Friends made Advantage of it, 
Fiſhing in theſe troubled een 


put into Government, and let 
by Oliver in Scotland ( when Oli 
ver tollowed King Charles to Work 
cefter, and Routed his whole Ar 
my ) lay as a Fox in Scotland Þþ 
and by the Help of the Presbyte 


his Army, Caſhiering and Impriſon 
ing chose honeſt Officers and Sol 


o 


1:2. 

y Jof his Defigns; that he took 
he Confidence to match out of Scot- 
o- land toward London, with lying 
hof deceitful Pretences, as if his main 
,Defign was to ſtand by the Par- 
ca · Iliament then, in Oppoſition to the 
1 Council of State and Army. 
es Lambert went down againſt him, 
it bur did not proſper : The Parlia- 
ment were fo againſt Lambert, 
Rand the Army, that they would 
grant no Money; by a divine Hand 
hey were diſpirited, and made 
Vor ſinſufficient to oppoſe the Progreſs 
Ar pf Monk, The Tide now running 
nd | rongly for the Accompliſhment 
ytept the Almighty's Purpoſes, for 
lleqthe Puniſhment of all forts of 
ONProfeſſors, in that God had put 
Solk Prize into their Hands, and they 
a) anted a Heart to do and per- 
ol | B 2 form 
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the Army removed remote from 


he diſſembled his Deſigns no longer 


>, 


(20). 


form theſe good things for God 


and the People, to whom they 
had promiſed, contenting them- 


{elves ro live at Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
The City-Presbyterians were of 
his Cabinet-Council; and when 


London, and a Lieutenancy and ju. 
ſtices were put in of his Stamp, then 


but ſends for King Charles the 8e 
cond. The Presby terian Preacher; 
Uſhering him in as a King in Cof 
venant, without asking Counſe} 
of God, or Exerciſing their Rea 
ſon: The ſenſible Smart of which 1 


the Sincere, Zealous, Faithfu 1 


Saints, both in Scotland and here ! b 
England, have felt both in their Bog, 
dies and Minds; which leads m # 
to the ſuffering Part I met wit 
_ Abou 


— . ‚— e 


(21) 


About . the Time he entered 
0 London, J was illegally ſeized by 
e the County - Troops, and carried 
na Priſoner ſeven Miles from my 
Habitation and Calling, ro Bur- 
ord, and there detained two 
Days, being oftentimes tempted 
duo drink the King's Health; but 
II, out of Conſcience, refuſed fo 
vain an Action, tho it began to 
de very much the Cuſtom of the 
ime. 
My ſecond . was 
after Venner s unlaw ful Inſurrection; 
vhen the Militia of the County, 
orſe and Foot, were raiſed for 
upprefling an n of leſs 
han Fourty Men; which when 
"Fhey had, by their unequal Force, 
mbrerpower d; and thoſe that were 
ett alive of this ſinall Party, being 
| S232 - in 


by: 
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it 
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fe" * 
in their Cuſtody, a a of 
Horſe, and ſome Companies of 
Militia , came on the Seventh 
Day in the Evening to our Town, 
and Mr. Hoard, one of the Cap- 
tains of the County-Trovps, came 
to my Shop, asking my Name, 
and demanding Arms, and rudely 
made me Priſoner be nothing 
put me into the Cuſtody of a 
Soldier, who preſently carried me 
to the Inn: my Houſe was rifled: 
his Soldiers took away my Goods 
teloniouſly ; and ali Night I was 
kept. there fo my Wie = 
Children, and till Sunday . t 
wards Evening 3. until the Lord 
Leintenant Faullland came, whc 
when he had vented his malitious 
Words againſt me, for my dif 


Covering of his being formerly i 
Booth: 


—= = _ \ * 4 ' 
5 

= 

— una re, manera, png I, 

—— — — —— — ; q 

. 8 

: , 
NA, bY 
. 1 


—— 9 
Boobs Plot, againſt the then Go- 
F | vernment ;; he tender'd rhe Oath 
1 | of Allegiance to me, which I 
did not refuſe; and then demand- 
ed the good Behaviour (which 
ne they inter preted going to any ſe- 
perate Aſſembly, for the ſake of 
Religious Worſhip, would be the 
Breach of) which Arbitrary De- 
mand, I refuſed, and was kept 
all Night, until Munday, hs 
I was ſent to Oxford Caſtle, with 
others of my honeſt Neighbours, 
until the Lent-Aſſizes, when no 
Matters being alledged againſt us, 
we were privately releaſed by 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

In January, the Year following, 
one Worge; a Conſtable, as he 
Jad, had verbal Order Gow the 
Lord Faulkland, to take me up a- 
B 4 gain, 
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(24) 
pain, and carry me to Oxford, 


which he did accordingly; and 
that with ſuch a Guard, as if I 


had been a Criminal, although 


withour any Warrant of Com- 
mizment, and delivered me a Pri- 
ſoner to the Goaler, where I was 


detained till the Lent-Aſſizes, and 


obtained to be called. 
The Judge would know what 


T was committed for; and after 1 


had opened the Caſe to him, he 


reply'd, Imuſt not interfere with the 


Lord nas Power; and fol 
was remanded back to Priſon un- 
till the Summer- Aſſizes ( in doing 


which he acted contrary to his 
Commiſſion and Oath.) But 


then the Judge being juſter than 
the other, Releaſed me; my Lord 


1 my Adverſary, being 


Sum- 


. 


4 


Summoned * Death to the great 


Tribunal. 


The next Spring I was com- 
mitted to Priſon by Sir Thomas 
Penniſon, Deputy Lieutenant, up- 
on the ſame account: Where I 
remained in Priſon about TWO 
Years, and I appearing in Court, 
where he was preſent, told him 
before the Judge of the Seſſions, 
that the Engliſh Laws were ten- 
der of Mens Liberty, not to keep 
them always, nor ſo long in Pri- 
ſon, altho' I had given a legal 
Occad jon for the Behaviour to be 


required; Whereas I had broken 


no Law, nor was charged with 

any by my Commirment. He 
laid, that indeed ſhould have 
been: and they whiſpering toge- 
ther, malitiouſly tendred the 7 
o 


n — * m_ 
n o nd * a 


ol Wa * 
r . "© [0 . * 4 4 . 2 * EY 
If c- a r % * 3 oi i. e 8 "ot... — . 0 * * % * 4 
- hes - — 2 Ci, ks F 
n 5 "Dad 
BIG 


3 


> ED a 


— 


6 5 ene 
- — — * . — * 
* 2 + * e — 
d Wann : ++ OE RT op 1 
& ef 9 BE . in 1 


* 
* — — 
— 2 7 
. . ** 22 3 
2 8 r — 
— — — 
1 — 

” De 4 58. 2 3 1 0 
* - — —— — — c 

* S 

* 


"i 3s. 
* . 2 s "Wu — — — — ——— — 2 : 
— —2ñüæͤ—ů IIS 16 p 2 . — — 5 8 
— K „%½ «E COT ER CT en X S ee 2 
* 


. ie bo 26" 
I * 
— 
— mu 
e 5 
8 
P.ęꝶ)⅛ e ̃˙ Uo B82” x 


n 1 - oe 


Fa TI ZAR ETA 3 35 224/25 2 oe Ge UG os 
- — . te —— — 


3 


— I — 


L 
EI —— gt , — 22 


(26). 
of Allegiance. I anſwered them, 
T had taken it already: And 


there being no new Matter a- 


gainſt me, they might do it ad 
in finitum, and I could not in Con- 
ſcience do it. But however in a 
few Seſſions they Præmunir'd me, 
which in Severity is the Loſs of 
all my Goods and Chattles, and 
Impriſonment during the King's 
Pleaſure: A frightful Sentence, 
had not my God reſtrained the 
Execution, and fortify' d me by 


his Grace, with Patience, Courage 


and Reſolution. 


The Proud Waves had then 
gone over my Soul; for thereby 
my Dear Wife, who had the 


Encumbrance of my Shop, and 


three Children lying upon her 
hands, now . of my Li- 
berty, 


(9 


berty, and of her enjoying the 


Aſſiſtance and Comfort of a Nuſ- 
band ſhe intirely loved; and that 
vwhich hight ned my Affliction, ſhe 


fell into a deep Conſumption, of 
which ſhe languiſhed above two 


| Years: During which time her 


Affections carry'd her ſometimes 
beyond her Ability, to fee me, 
when ſhe was ſo weak I was 
forced to carry her up Stairs in my 
Arms: But when ſhe was near 
her End, by the means of his La- 
dy's Midwite, he ordered me ſo 
much Liberty in the Year 1665, 
that I had the Opportunity to ſee 
her laſt End, and diſpoſe of my 
Houſe and Shop- Goods, and put 
my Children out to Nurſe: Af- 
ter which I returned again to Pri- 
ſon as ordered. I may ſay with 

— 5 the 


(2 28 ) 

the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 129. 2. _ 
a time from my Touth Re have they 
afflicted me, &c. 

But, Reader, behold in this 
1706, I live, and his Grace 

has been ſufficient for me; by 
which my Soul has been upheld 
in Life : It was my Joy that I was 
accounted worthy to ſuffer for tlie 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and by my Con- 
Nancy many of 1 my Brerhren wax- 
ed more bold, and the feeble || ® 
Hands were mud ſtrong, as God 
had promiſed Jeremiah in Pri- 


ſon Jer. 33. 3. So he alſo ful , 
filled the fame to me, ſhewing me Lk 
great and wonderful things out of 
his Word. bo 
He made known unto me what * 
I knew not, even his holy Sab- 8 


bath, the only Day he hath com- 
manded 


(29) 


manded for weekly Worſhip: he 
fulfill'd his Promiſe, and wrote 
his Law in my Heart, Heb. 8. 10. 
as well as in his holy Writ, and 
through Grace I was not rebelli- 
ous, or turned away my Ear, 
but preſently purpoſed to be in 
the Practice of God's holy Se- 
venth-day Sabbath. 
I alſo acquainted one Mr. Cole- 
man with the Light that was gi- 
ven me by the Word and Spirit 
into my Underſtanding, and he 
confeſſed it was the ſame with 
him, and the next Sabbath we 
kept that ſanctified time jointly 
together : Gen. 2. 2. Exod. 20. 
10. And I had that Word made 
good to me, Iſa. 64. 5. He meet - 
eth thoſe that rejoyce and work Righ- 
teouſneſe, that remember him in his 
ways. 0 


, ̃ r P . 
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S, 
O how ſweet is his Divine Pre- 
ſence ! And how profitable are 


his Ordinances! So that Chriſt's 


Spouſe faith; T fat under bis Sha- 


dom with great Delight, and his 


Fruit was ſweet to my Tofte , 
2 Cant. 3. 

The holy Scripruzes of the 
Old Teſtament are expreſs for 
the Seventh-day-Sabbath ; the 
Reaſon's: urged by the Lord, 
Exod. 20. 10. his Promiſes in his 
holy Prophets to thoſe that pure- 

FP it, I/. 56. 2. the Threat- 
nings againſt the Breakers there- 


of, Fer. 17. 27. are expreſs; and 


the ill Conſequences that have at- 
tended many of the Preachers of 
it down, as to their Perſons and 


Frames of Spirit; And the Ab- t 
ſurdities that they have run into, Pn 


have 


46 


| have been many and grievous, 


whereby they have ſhaken and 
do endanger the Chriſtian Reh- 
gion, make a very (mall Bible, 
and give Countenance to the An- 
tichriſtian Enemies to make Alte 
rations in Matters of Worſhip, 
when the only Wiſe God, and 
the Great High Prieſt Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and his holy Apoſtles, who 
did not ſhun to declare the whole 
Counſel of God, never made a- 
ny. by 
Reader, if thou art of a diffe- 
rent Judgment, ſearch the Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, as 

theſe noble Chriſtians did, 41 
17. 11. and you will find, Mat. 
the 5h, Chriſt confirming the 
whole moral Law ; until Heaven 
ur oe paſs * every Jot 


and 


0 


=... 
and Tittle, and conſequently the 
| Seventh-day-Sabbath in the heart 
of the Ten Commandments, and 
1 his Diſciples, Mat. 
That after his Death, i. e. 
wy the Deſtruction of Fernſalem, 
they ſhould pray that their Flight 
might not be in the Winter, nor 
on the Sabbath-day. The-Righ- 
teouſneſs of Zecharias and Elixa- 
beth, Luke 1. is declared in walk-þ 
ing in all the Commandments and 
Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. | ] 
The Acts of the Apoſtles plainly Pei 
ſhew their Veneration for the Sab-ſſtia 
bath, and its Obſervation, Ac: Vo 
13. 42, 44. ch. 15. 21. ch. 16. Ipa 
12. ch. 17. 2. And St. Faul in E 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, ch 3. tic 
3. ſays, Do we make void the Lam ſe 
* Faith, God forbid; Wie efta- a 


* 
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N 
bliſh * Law. And in like 
manner, James 2. 10. Whoſoever 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and of- 
end in one Point, is gal 3 of all : 
The Reaſon lows, - He that by 
his own Voice ſpeaks any of 
them, ſpeaks every one of the 
Ten Commandments. You that 
weekly profane the Sabbath of 
the Lord, I (hall preſent you with 
n Inſtance ads remarkable 
ouching the Sabbath. 
The Information following I re- 
eived from 7ohn Rutland, a Chri- 
ian of good Credit, now living at 
Voodbridg e in Suffolk, who ſaw and 
6. Ipake with the Widow-Woman, 
in = Subject of the following Re- 
3. ation, and had the Relation from 
per own Mouth, within this two 
4 ears, be having before heard it 
1 CG from 
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from his own Father, and Mr. 
John Belcher. 

A certain ſincere Chriſtian Wo- 
man, a Widow, living at Burwell 
in the County of Cambridge, had 
been many Years Mite with a 
Rheume in her Eyes, againſt 
which all means ſhe uſed proved 
ineffectual ; ſo that ar len oy {he 
became quite blind : She == 
ſome Scruple in her Conſcience 
concerning the Seventh-day Sab- 
bath, kept a Day of Faſting and 
Prayer on that account, and de- 
{ir:d of God, that if the Seyenth- 
day were bs Sabbath, that he 
would give her ſo her Sight, that 
ſhe might have his Ward As. 2 
Token of it; and made this Pro- 


miſe or Vow to the Lord, thatſ ſai 
ſhe would for ever after obſerve ha 
and A 


0, 


CB) 

and keep it; It happen'd that 
the Night following, as ſhe lay in 
her Bed, and her Daughter a 
Girl of about eleven Years old 
by her, ſhe heard as ſhe thought 
an articulate Voice, ſaying three 
tf times, Waſh your Eyes in no- 
thing but Water; Unto which 
e ſhe anſwered with an audible 
off Voice, Lord, at thy Command I 
e will waſh my Eyes in nothing but 
- Water ; her Daughter alſo hear- 
dg ing that Voice. Whereupon in 
ell the Morning ſhe bid her Daugh- 
ter to bring her ſome Water, 
FJ which ſhe did, and waſhing her 
Eyes therewith, ſhe went out of 
her- Door, which looked toward 
Sopham, about two Miles off, and 
laid to her Daughter, 1 ſee Sop; 
| han s two Churches, which ſtand 
$ G2 to- 


„ 
together; and could alſo after ſee 
very well to read in a Bible: And 
being fully convinced of the Truth 
of the Sabbath, ſhe hath kept it 
according to the Commandment 
ever ſince. Tho tis about four. 
ty Years ſince this Miracle was 
wrought; yet, as was ſaid be- 
fore, it is not two Years ſince Mr. 
Rutland receiv'd the Account from 
her own Mouth. * = 

1 ſhall allo further relate how 
rhe Lord makes known himſelf and 
the Truth of his Holy Sabbath 
by his Judgments he hath execu- 
ted upon preſumptuous Sabbath- 
Brcakers, that have acted contrary 
to their Light and Conſcience,where- 
in Imnipotency hath, appeared te 
withſtand them as he did Balaam. 
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A Relation of this Ican give of 
my own Knowledge, and known 
to many others now living. In 
the Caſe of Mrs. Mary Bailey, 
who after. the Deceaſe 4 
her Husband, took a Shop in 
the Houſe of a certain Per- 
ſon, who made leſs account 
of Religion than Intereſt, who 
very induſtriouſly preſt her to 
forego the Obſervation of the Se- 
venth-day Sabbath, which ſhe had 
for many Tears religiouſly and 
knowingly obſerved: Theſe Sol- 
licitations coming at a timeof great 
Affliction, being immediately after 
che Death of her Husband, and 
a Remove from a plentiful Provi- 
ſion, to take the Charge of her 
| lf and two Children, and no 
a cont back d by the Grand Ad- 

C 3 verſary 


36% 
verſary of Mankind, ſo far pre- 
vailed upon her, ine being of a 
_ melancholy Conſtitution , as to 
_ deſpair of a Sufficiency of Fami- 
Iy-Proviſion, if ſhe ſhut up her 
Shop on the Seventh-day Sab- 
bach, and preſumed upon this 
Text, That God required Mercy 
rather than Sacrifice, bid * 


eldeſt Son to open the 1! 


on the Sabbath- dy z which 

though he was — but young, 
being about ten Vears of Age, he 
refuſed, and defired her to for- 
bear wich Tears. But her Land- 
lord ſtill urging her to proceed, 
ſhe notwithſtanding , but with 
great Reluctancy, either opened 
her ſelf, or got it opened by 


{ome body elſe ; and kept it open 
one whole Day, and about Even- 


ing 


(390 
ing was taken very ill, went home 
ill in Body, and troubled in her 
Mind for her preſumptuous act- 
ing againſt her Conſcience, and 
Diſtruſt of God's good Provi- 
dence; and told thoſe about her, 
and ſeveral very worthy Perſons, 
and alſo my (elf, that came to ſee 
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i 
ber, that the ſhould certainly die 
9 that time, for her Offence: And 1 f 
being asked how ſhe knew, ſhe 1 
J anſwered, the Great God had | 
7 2 


told her ſo: And accordingly at- 
ter an Illneſs of about five or fix 
Days, during ſeyeral of which 
ſhe was ſpeechleſs, yet ſenſible to 
| | che laſt. She expir d contritely 
J penitent, * quiet and ſerene, 
/ giving Si tho ſpeechleſs, to 
. the Kale 


V5 that ſhe was ve- 
7 well Ref that God had 
8 Par- 
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pardoned her Sin, and that ſhe 
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was well reconciled to the Will 


of God, her Death; leaving 
behind her two Sons, to the 


Conduct of that Providence. a- 
lone when ſhe was dead, which' ſhe 


could not be content to + to Pro- 


. vidence and her own Care while 
alive; both which are now living. 


You who profeſs. to worſhip 


God after the way of the Church 


of England, and ſay expreſly and 


Jointly in repeating that which is 
called the Divine Service, in re- 
peating the Ten Commandments 


by the Miniſter, reſpond at the 


Fourth Cm and ſay, 


and that with a ſeeming Devotion, 
Lord have Mercy upon 2 and in- 


cline our Hearts toꝶ 
and at the ſame 


ime Fan lave - the 
Day 


TD 


Day before, and intend the next 
Return of the Lord's Seventh. 


Day Sabbath, to profane it, 


and make it a Common Work- 
ing- Hay, How does your Pra- 


ctice give the Lye to your Profeſ- 
ſion? You ſeperate from, and 


Condemn the Papiſts, and yet in 
this, and other things practiſe 


their Traditions. But: bear what 


the Spirit ſaith, Rev. 1 8.4 
And thoſe 2 4 of the 5 


terian and Independent Perſwaſi- 
on, whoſe Brethren, in their Wri- 


tings, have ſo honourably and 
plainly confirm'd the pn Ps 
whereof the ſeventh Day is the 
Subſtance of one of the Com- 
mandments, would do well to 


| _ der What daring Boldneſs is 


„and Unfaichfulncſ in you, 


who 


. — —— — — — 1 — 
FG on, Swe . - « - Sh”. 


1 ya 


a TT. 
— — 2 — 
2 — . — 
__ — 
f 5 5 5 FR x = —— 


— 


N 
f 
115 
17 
N. 

9 
18 
7 

* 
. 


n 
who profeſs to be the Lord's Mi. 
niſters and Embaſſadors, to fay 
the ſeventh Day-Sabbath is 
changed to the firſt Day? How z 
are you accountable for the Error if 
of thoſe who pin their Faith on 
your Sleeves, and take it for 
Truth, when there is no Truth 
in it? Is it not your profeſſed 
Principle, that there is a Suffici- 
ency in the Holy Scriptures, to 
inſtru& and direct, in Matters of 
Divine-Worſhip, able to make 
wiſe to Salvation, through Faith? 
You do, by what you ſay, and 
practiſe, add and diminiſh from 
God's Word, which he forbids, 
Deut. 4. 2. and is like to be dan- 
gerous to you, Prov. 30. 6. Add 
not to his Word, leafÞ# he re- 
prove you, Oc. and to your 
Shame 


(43) 
Shame you be found Liars, and 
without Repentar ce, Matt. 5. 19. 
You be counted leaſt in the King- 
dom of Heaven. Mind what the 
| Spirit faith, Rev. 22. 18, 19. 
God thall add unto him all thoſe 
Plagues written there ir, that adds 
to his Word; and thoſe that 
take away from his Word, God 
will take away his Part out of 
the Book of Life, and out of the 
Holy City; and you, in doin 
this, will loſe the Comfort 
what is in God's Holy Book. 

I hope the Time is near, when a 
new Heart ſhall be given, and a 


5 new Spirit put into the Saints, 
0 that ſhall cauſe them to walk in 


his ways; when, in that Day of 
er his Power, his People ſhall be all 
Willingnels, and not willingly nor 


wil- 


N 
wilfully ignorant. According to 
Iſa, 2. 2, 3. many People: ſhall 
go and ſay, Come let us go up 
to the Mountain of the Lord, the 

Houſe of the God of "rg for 
he will teach us of his Ways, 
and we will walk in his Paths, 
for the Law ſhall go out of; Sion, 
| Micah 4. 1,2, I am inclined to 
think, that the Puniſhments the 
Nations are under, are of the 
Lord, in that he Aſſembles the 
Kingdoms, and calls for a Wait. 
ing upon him, Zeph. 3. 8, 9. and 
that, thoſe dreadful Judgment 
will make way for the pouring 
forth of the Spirit, and that Blel- 
ſed Day longed for, when God 
will turn to his People a pure Lan 
guage, to ſerve him with one 
Conſent, The Lord Complains 
Ih of 


EP. 

F the. Profeſſors of that Day, in 
that he had written to them the 
Great: Things of his Law, Hoſeah 
g. 12. but they ſet light by it, 
ind had no "IEA for it. 

I wrote formerly to ſome Emi- 
nent Preachers about this City, . 
hen I have heard they have 
Preached about the Fourth Com- 
mandment, and expected they 
would not do the Seventh- Day 
Sabbath any Service, but rather 
dliſ· ſervice, by darkening the Coun- 
ſel of God therein, with their own 
Words, but could not prevail with 
them to deſiſt, or to come to me, 
(to diſcourſe of. what might be for 
ach of our Goods: Holy Job 
was of another Mind, he would 
not deſpiſe the Cauſe be his Man- 
ſervant, or Maid- ſervant, when 


ff 1 76 | —_ 
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they 


(„ 
Contended with him.: A 
known Friend did ſo far appear, 
to ſhur his Eyes from the Lord's 
Sabbath; that when I would 
have given him a Book that might 


have been helpful to him therein , 


he refus d it, ſhewing ſuch A 
verſneſs to it, that he would not 


condeſcend to take it to Read; 


The Lord change his Mind. But 


to return to my Matter, pag. 29 


When Thad been in my Tribu- 


lation ten Days, i. e. Priſoner ten 


Years, or near upon, and the 


Counſel of the Lord had tried 


me, the King ſent and looſed my 


Bands, and the Ruler of the Peo- 
ple let me go free, without any 
3 laid before me; beſides, 
during my Oonfinement, my 
Aunt, who lived in the ſame 

Town, 


N 
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Town, left me all ſhe had, which 
was about an hundred Pounds: 
which enabled me to become a 
Purchaſer in Co-partnerſhip, which 
after my Enlargement, I ſepera- 
ted from them that purchaſed 
with me, and Let it out. 


After that, I came for London, 


Yand after ſome time, ſent for my 


Children up too, but could not, 
for ſome time, fall into any Em- 
ployment, tho I ſought very care- 
fully after it; at length, by the Di- 
rection of God's Providence, I 
ſet up the Trade of a Linnen-Dra- 
per, beginning firſt in a Garret, 
and afrerwards I made uſe of a 
middle Room, till at length = 
Providence of God directing, I 
took a Shop 1 in the Little —_— 
* * long after my Marriage with 


Anne 


(48) 
Anme Saunders, one that kept the 
Commandments of- God, Bod the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus, whom God 
gave to me as a Bleſſing, during 
the Space of thirty Years, tho 
moſt of that time ſhe was weak 
and ſickly; by whom I had one 


Son, which lived ſix Months, and 


a'Daughter ſtill Born; but it hath 
pleaſed God, a Year fi Ince, to re- 
leaſe her from her Pains, and take 
her to that State, whine the Wic- 


ked ceaſe from Troubling, and 


the Weary are at Reſt. 

But according to the Word, 
Fob 5. 7. Man is Born to trouble, 
as the Sparks to fly upward: tho 


I was ſetled in very good Baſineſs, 
it was not eight Years ere a Ge- 


neral Storm aroſe, that affected 
all the Diſſenters in moſt Parts 


of 


(49) 
of this Nation, that were faithful 
and couragious in their holy Pro- 
ſeſſion : The Enemy turning the 
Laws made againſt Papiſts upon 
the Diſſenters, of which I had 
Imy Share, being Fined 20 l. per 
Month, I being taken at three 
| Meetings. 
The forward Peace, af- 
fighting the Peace- Officers with 
hreats, to make Diſtreſs upon 
ny Goods, came upon the Sab- 
ath-Evening to break open my 
hop, and had almoſt effected it, 
ut left off; whether it were that 
y Family's being a ſinging while 
hey were doing it, or ſome other 
dowerful Convidion, or that Mr. 
lomliſon Nailing up the Win- 
d flows, almoſt broken open, with 


s ome long Nails, prevented them, 
3 Wi D — - 
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1 do not determine; however 
they gave over for that time: But 
I being informed, by a Neighbour, 
that they ncaa to come the | 
next Week with the Trained- 4 
Bands, to make a Spoil, and 2 {] 
of what I had; I ſuddenly * 
moved my Goods from my Houle 0 
and Shop, into the City, and 
made Sale of them; and I, and, 
my Wife, went and lived pri- 
vately, ſome Years, until God 
ſtay'd his rough Winds, in the 
Day of his Eaſt-winds, and King 
Janes aſcended the Throne, Dey. 
claring for Liberty of 3 * 
* J pli 
After which, I had a Mind to 
leave my Lodgings, and take q t 
Houſe, and Shop, which I way. 
directed to, 9 Divine Proviſs ,, 
dence 


"ay 


A 3) 
dence, where I have now lived 
near twenty Years, in a proſpe- 
rous Condition; and fince, my 
Heart hath been drawn forth, to 
do ſomething for the Pure Wor: 

| ſhip of my Lord and Saviour, 
"Wit is viſible, and manifeſt, that 
© Outward Bleſſings have been pou- 
red on me plentifully; ; and the 
0 wy of thoſe in my own Coun- 
4 

d 


try beſpeaks, as if God had ſent 

me, asa Joſeph, to do ſomething 
for the Cauſe of Religion, at 
preſent, and for the Future, 

{which of his Goodneſs, I 1 
lived in ſome Meaſure to accom- 
Fpliſh. 

The next Work [ have to do, 
As to leave behind me, a ſincere 
Peclaration of my Faith, which 
Viihs as- follows. 


1 D 2 1 


(52) 

1. I believe there is but One 
God the Father, of whom are 
all things, 1 Cor. 8. 6. Eph. 6. 
that hath the Heaven for his 
Throne, I/. 66. that is inviſible, 
no Eye hath ſeen him by a Na. 
tural Sight, Col. 1. 15. 1 Iim. 1.0 
17. Unchangeable, Mal. 3. 6. | 
F illing Heaven and Earth, Fer. 2. E 
31. that will be worſhiped in al 
Spirit and in Truth, John 4. 24. Ja 
without ſuch. bodily Parts, as nw 
the Holy Scriptures he is _ 
phorically e by, 
Ey2s, Hands, Arms, Legs, . 
Thac he is the only Wile God, 
im. 1. 17. Almighty, -afia 
Alſufficient, Gex. 17. 1. Glo 
rious in Holineſs, Fearful in 
Praiſes, doing Wonders, Exod pe 


I. 11. 8 - 
. 
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2. I believe in one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt by whom are all things, 
and we by him, I Cor. 8. E 
which was made Fleſh, 1 John 
. 2. Born of the Virgin Mary, 
who took our humane Nature up- 
on him, and in all things made 
like unto us (Sin only excepted) 
Heb. 4. 15. was Baptized when 
about 30 Years of Age, to fulfil 
all Righteouſneſs, - Maceh. 3. 26. 
which is a ſufficient Teſtimony 
2 · Nagainſt 3 Baptiſm, as not re- 
as] quired nor neceiiary. He came 
vclnot into the World to do his 
down Will, but the Will of his 
Hd Father that ſent him, John 6. 38. 
lo- By whom is Immortality, and Ci 
infleternal brought to light by the Go- 
od. B/pel, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Propheſied of, 

Ya. 9. 6. That he ſhould be cal- 
. 3 led 


( 


led V anderful, Counſellor, the Migh- 
ty God, the Everlaſting Father : 
And in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
Col. 2. 3. In whom the Godbead 
is ſaid 70 dwell bodily, Col. 2. 9. 
And bath in theſe laſt times ſpoken 
unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed Heir of all things, by 
whom he made the World, &c. Heb. 
2. 3. Who being in ihe Form of 
God, thought it no Robbery to be e- 
qual with _ Phil. 2. 6,11. And b 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that ii 
Jeſus Chriſt by SY We Glo- r. 
ry of God the Father. And that all F 
Men ſhould honour the Son as they] 6 
Honour the Father, John 5. 23.4 
if Who was propheſied of, Iſa. 53. t) 
Wl | to ſuffer in our ſtead God laidfl 3 
Wl | en him the Iniquities of us all; Hel ei 
Wl | 1 1 


p 
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was wounded for our Iniquities, and 
: | died the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 
us unto God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. By 
whom we "52h Redemption through 
his Blood, the great Bleſſing of 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, Eph. 1. 7. in 
the Goſpel-way of Faith and ſin- 
cere Repentance : For tbere is no 
other Name given under Heaven by 
which we muſt be ſaved, but by Mi 
the Name of Jeſus, Aci 4. 12. jj 

3. I believe the Holy Spirit © | 
be Eternal, Heb. 3. 14. Proceed- 9 
ing from Dads his powerful Ope- 
rations manifeſted in Quickning, 
Rom. 8. 11. in Renewing, John 
6. 63. 1 Pet. 3. 18. Changing 
and begetting Sinners, and ſancti- 
tying them, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 2 Cor. 

16. Enlivening, ſtrengthning, 
enlightning, comforting, andeſta- 


» 24 bliſhing 
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bliſhing all true ſincere Believers, 
and {earcheth all things, even the 
deep things of God, 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
Eph. 3.16. John 14. 26. I ſhall 
conclude theſe Fi in com- 
— to you this Scripture, 
John 5. 7. - There are Three that 
bear 14654 in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Sprit, and theſe 
three are one. 

4. Concerning Juſtification, 1 
believe, -according to the Hol 
Scriptures, that the Saints are*Ju- 
ſtiſied by Faith, Rom. 5. 1. As an 
Act of Free Gra not of Merit; 1% 
Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtified freely ! 
through his Grace, through the Re- tf 
demption that is in Fejus Chriſt; g 
which was wrought by the Death o 
and Sufferings, and Reſurrection ſ qt 
of bleſſed © ah Rom. 4. 25˖. Fore-· 7 

told : 


(867) 


told by the Prophet, I/a. 52. 1 1. 

Jews and Gentiles are by one 

God ſo juſtified: the Circumciſi- 
Ion by aich and the n 
ciſion through Faith, Rom. 3. 
And the Scripture foreſceing 1 
God would juſtity the Hcathen 
through Faith, preached before 
the _ unto Abraham, Gal. 3. 
8, 24. By the Merits of the Lord 
Jeſus all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, c. Acts 13. 39. 
A Man is not, juſtified- by the 
Works of the Law, Gal. 2. 16. 
but by the Faith. of Jeſus Chrift+ . 
And I believe 3 that this juſti- 
fying Faith is evidenc'd by Evan- 
gelical Good-works, a Readineſs 
of Obedience to war God re- 
quires- For thus the Apoſtle 
te · ¶ James argues, James 2.21. Was 
ä 5 Nat 
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renounce my Faith for any baſe 


Mankind is good to all, and his 


; damned ? Exe. 18. 31, 33+ ch. 


Cn 
not Abraham our Father juſti ſied by 
Works ; Ver. 25. Was not Rahab 
Juftify'd by Works ® By Works Was 
Faith made perfect, in ver. 22. So 


then, as I have before expreſſed, 


By Works a Man is Juſtified, and 
not by Faith only, as in the 24th 


Verſe. 
Concerning the Extent of 


Chriſt's Death, as I have belie- 
ved almoſt 60 Years, I would not 


unworthy Intereſt. 
T believe the Creator of al 


tender Mercies are over all bis Works, 
Plal. 145. 9. He is not willing that 

any Soul periſh, 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
Reaſoning affectionately with Sin- 
ners, why they will die or be 


11. 


( 59 ) 


11. Nothing was wanting on his 


part for their Good, I/. 5. 4. 
What could I have done more to my 
Vineyard, that I have not done ? 


Doth not the Word ſpeak plain ? 


John 3. 16, 17, 18. God ſo loved 


he World, that he gave his only be- 

gotten Son, that whoſoever belieweth 
if in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
- || Everlaſting Life, in the Gift of his 
t Son. He had Love and Pity up- 
ſe on all Jews and Gentiles, conelu- 


I ding them all in a loſt Eſtate, 
l that he might have Mercy on all, 
«|| Rom. 11. ver. 32, 33. Cry up the 
s, | Riches of Free Grace, O the Depth 


as an Argument univerſally unto 


_ 2 Cor: 


of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God, &c. The Apoſtle makes this 


all, that they ſhould live to hive 
that died for them, and roſe again, 
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2 Cor. 5. 15. And that he died 


for all, and therefore all were 


dead in Law, had not the Pro- 


miſe of Chriſt the Meſſias taken 


place upon Adam's ſinning. Doth 
not the Holy Scripture ſay, he is 
the Saviour of all Men, but eſpe 

cially of chem thar n 75 


was not only a Propitiation for 


Believers Sins, but for thoſe of the 
whole World, 1 John 2.2. It 
is according to the light of my 
Underſtanding in the Word, as 
clear as the ſhining Sun, that the 
Lord Chriſt taſted Death for e- 
very Man, Heb. 2. 9. St. Paul 


preſſeth to an univerſal Love on 
this Ground, 1 Tim. 2. 12. For 


this is good in the ſight of God 
our. Saviour, who would have all 


Men ſaved, and come to the 


Know- 


"d 


( 61 y. 
Knowledge of the Truth; for 
there is one God, and one Media- 

r between God and Man, that 
bee a Ranſom for all, to 
be teſtify d in due time. Faith 
muſt be bottomed on a Word; 
and ſo far I am well ſatis- 
ty'd and contented, to bear any 
Reproach; the judge | ſtandeth 
e before the Door who will n 
t me. 

y 6. I believe thees:3 18 bus one 
is true viſible Church, that was in 
e || the former Adminiſtration diſtin- 
e- guiſhed from the World by Cir- 
l cumciſion, Gen. 17. 10, 11. as 
the Initiating Ordinance into 
or the Jewiſh Church, Exod. 12. 44. 
d | And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
all but one true Spouſe, Cant. 6. 9. 
he || or Conſtituted Vilt ble Church, 


-K ::. - 2 


(62) 


fince his Aſcention into Heaven, 
1 Cor. I. 20. although they are 
for the Conveniency of Dwell- 
ing, diſperſed chrough ſeveral 
Countries, divided into particular 
Churches; as the {even Churches 
of Aſia, Rev. 1.4,5, 11. The 
Church at Rome, Rom. v. 7. The 
Church at Corinth, Cor. rx. 1, 2. 
The Church at Chats Gal. 1. 2. 
The Church at Philippi, Phil. 1. 
1. The Church of Maceclonia, 
2 Cor. 8. 1. The Church at Theſ- 
ſalonica, Theſ. 1. 1. The Lord 
Chriſt being the Head, his Au- 
thority gives to each Power, Coloſ. 
1. 18. to act among themſelves. 
Matt. 16. 19. Whatſoever they 
ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 
in Heaven; and whatſoever they 
ſhall * on Earth, ſhall be 
looſed 


1 
. 
] 
6 
b 
f 
7 
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looſed in Heaven. Believers 
. | Choſen out of the World, John 
15. 19. 1 Cor. 12. 27. are Mem- 
| bers of his Body, and were * 
Joo the Churches, Matt. 28. 
being made Diſciples, they m_ 
be iſt 7 to be Baptized with Water, 
ever. 20, Oc. to be taught what- 
, ſoever the Lord Chriſt Com- 
„ manded, Matt. 28. 20. 
. Note, Such Miniſters, that fo 
. Fractiſe according to the Lord 
ſ- Chriſt's Commiſion, have his Pro- 
4 iſe, that he will be with them, 
u- Junto the End of the World. 
. The Members of the Goſpel 
eg. Nviſible Church, in the latter times, 
ey that Antichriſt prevailed, are no- 
ad Ited by the Spirit, in Rev. 14. 

12, to be ſuch as keep the Com- 

be lmandments of God, and the 
* Faith 


q 5 a * % W 
a 4 | : 


Faith of "Jeſus; and ſuch are, and 
ſhall be- Bleſſed, - Re. 22. 14. | 
Bleſſed are they chat do his Com- 
mandments, that they may have 
Right to the Tree of Life; and 
enter in by the Gates into the 
S . 
It hath been my profeſſed Faith, 
according, to the Word, near this 
ſixty Vears ; that when Perſons, 
Men, or Women, or younger o 
Perſons, do give themſelves up 
unto the Lord, and to each other, Iſt 
by the Will of God, 2 Cor. 8. 5. C 
| bein g-lively Stones, I Pet. 2. 5. Ito 
that hold faſt their Holy Profeſ- Ie 
fion to the End, Heb. 3.6. They lu 
are his Golden CandleRicks, Rev. Ion 
1. 20. The Light of the World, fare 
Matt. 5. 44. and are his Tem- up 
ple, Eph. 2. 21. 2 Cor. 5. 16. Cf 
5 and 


1 65 . 

nd Church of the Firſt Born, 
being written in Heaven, Heb. 1 2. 
23. his Flock. 
And when {o built up a foi 

ritual Houſe, and holy Prieſthood, 
to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifice, ac- 
pa to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Pe. 4.5. and as New born 
Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of 
the Word, with the Sacraments 
r Hof Baptiſm, with Water, and the 
PELord's Supper, purely admini- 
r, ſtred : They are the Lord Chriſt's 
5- [Church, and it is their Duty 
5- Ito Chooſe, from among them- 
e ſelves, ſuch, as according to the 
ey Word are moſt fitly Qualified 
for ſuch Offices; which Offices, 
are not by the Patron, to be thruſt 
upon thug without their free 
tice 3 but the whole Church 


(&y 


is ſolemnly to wait upon God, by h 
Faſting and Prayer, depending t 
upon the Spirit's Help and Di- It. 
rection, in the 1 Acts . 
24. Chap. 6. 3, 4, 5, 6. „ In 
31 believe, ſuch a Church of 
Chbriſt is to have a NMiniſtry, that 

in the Hand of God may be fur- 
ther Uſeful and . [a 
build them up in their moſt hoJyſpl 
Faith. The ſaid Miniſtry to beſ w. 
of two ſorts, Paſtors. and Teach- 
ers; The Paſtor to be Gifted, and 
Qualified with Grace, from God) 
and with his Miſſion from the Free 
Choice of the People, 11 gnifie 
by a Suffrage, and lifting uf 
their Hands, and Hearts. 


The Teachers that have Divinq;el 
Gifts, are to be Accepted, anq;he 
Countenanced 3 for ſuch, OGoq;r 
| 5 hat 2 4 


# 0 
/ 1 


hath ſo far approved of, 

| chat he! bach wrought wal 
them.. 
I do not anprove of the Mo- 
nopolizing the Miniſtry of the 
i] Goſpel, by one, and not giving 
Encouragement to others. Mo- 
ſeg was of another Mind; 1 would, 
oNfaith he, that all the Lot! 5 Fin 
yIple were Prophets, and that God 
bel would pour out his Spirit upon 
h- them, Num. 1 1. 29 8 Peter was 
ndſof the ſame. Mind, i Fei. 4. 10 
dis every one hath received the 
reift, ſo miniſter the ſame one to 
0 nother; a8 good Stewards _ the ; 
ur anifold Grace of God. ) 
N. B. I do not read in is Gol. 
inqbel of the New Teſtament, that 
nee Church of Chriſt had any Lorde, 
oqbr Lords Biſhops, chat are ai 
ally: ; © 2 | o 
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ſo by an earthly or ſecular Power, 
that is Supreme: But thoſe chat 
are ſtiled Biſhops, Elders, . Over- 
ſeers, Paſtors, Shepherds, are one 
and the Conia, in their Office, in] 
Chriſt's Church, not Lords over] 
God's Heritage , but their Ser-! 
vants for Chriſt's ane 2 Cor. 
45 5-0 
'Tis the Duty + the People, 
to count ſuch worthy of double 
Honour, 1 Tem. 5. 17. to ; "x 
for them, 1 Theſ. 5. 25. 
6. 18. and to communicate - to 
them freely and plentifully, a 
their Neceſſities - may require,ſſ 
of their carnal . I Cor. 9. 
11. * | 
I believe the 88 of 
Saints is a great Blefſing and Be 
nefit while we are in this World 
anc 
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r, and blame them that. flight it, 
tho put themſelves out of a Ca. 
- pacity of doing theſe great Du- 
ie fl ties, which is part of their Work 
in and Duty for God in their Day 
er and Generation, i. e. to warn the 
r Unruly ; comfort the feeble mind- 
r. ed, and ſupport the weak, 1 Theſſi 
I 5. 14. To exhort one another 
ally, and ſo much the more as 
they ſee the Day approaching, 
leſt any be hardned through = 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, Heb. 3. 
and as they fee any 3 
a Fault, to labour to reſtore ho 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs, confi- 
dering that themſelves may alſo 
be tempted, Gal. 6. 1; 2. God 
off forbids that we hate our Bre- 
Be. ther in our Heart, by ſuffering 
1d him to lire in Sin, and not re- 
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buke him, Lew. 1 9. 17 But if 


hexepent; we ſhould Sk 
if not, we ſhould do our Daty, 7 
Mat. 18. 15. And the Church 
ought to do theirs, in purging out 
the Old Leaven of Sin, that may 


hinder them from baving the 


Preſence of God: with ms Cor. 
Js 

= . as our Lot 1s fallen! in 
1 theſe latter Times, wherein Inj- 
= quity abounds, and the Loye;of 
many waxes cold, Mat. 24. 13. 
we ought to love another with. a 
pure Heart, fervently, 1 Pet. 1. 


232. ſo as to ſymparhize wich our 
Fpboallow-Chriſtians in all their out· 


ward Conditions of Proſperity and 
Adverſity, Gal. 6. 2. 2 Cor. 11. 

29. Communicating to the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Saints, Rom. 1 2. 


{nn} © 
A be like unto Timaby, 
hk had a natural' Care of the 
Saints, Phil. 2. 2. 
l believe the Reſurrection 4 
the Body, of · the Juſt and Un- 
juſt, Ace 24. 15. And the deal in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firft, to the Reſur- 
rection of the Life, John 5. 29. 
Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part 
in the firſt Reſurrection, on him the 
ſecond Death ſhall have no Power, 
| | Put they ſhall be Priefts of God, 
add of Chrifh, and ſhall reign with 
bim a thouſand Tears, Rev. 20. 6. 
But if it ſhould be: as {ome fay, 
chat there is no Reſurrection of the 
Dead, - then is Chriſt not riſen, 
[ ' Cor. '1 15. 13. And then the 
reaching of St. Paul, and the 
- Miniſters of the Goſpel, muſt be 
Vain, and their Faith in vain, 
1 Cor. 


1 Cor. 1 5. 14. And bri 
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vation to thole fallen aſleep in 


a ſound Faith therein will be much, 
the Comſort of true Believers 


hereafter. in Heaven. 


(7) 


miſh upon them as falſe Witneſ- 
ſes, and there would be no Sal- 


Chriſt, but chey muſt eternally 
periſh, 1 Cor. 15, 17, 18. Sothat 


in chis World, and ſhall be their 
Eternal Glory and Happineſs 


l believe the Eternal Judgment, 
Heb: 8. 2. And that for every idle 
Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they 
muſt give an account in the day 
of Judgment, Mar. 1 2. 36. As well 
as for groſs Sins which are viſibly 
and directly againſt the Law of 
God, viz. Profane Swearing, Cur- 
* ſing, Stealing, Lying, Drunken- 
* neſs, Spiritual Whoredom, and 
Ow Cor- 


wy fo O& YY "Vf a> 3 © Am cy _s , mo . AIAN on 


(my 


Corporal Murther, conceived a8 
well as acted, gc. and that alb 
ſhall appear Hakan the Judg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt; 2 Cor. 5. 9, 
10. who will be their Judge at 
his Appearance . and Kingdom, 
2 Tim. 4. 1. John 5. 22. Fr the 
Father judgetb. no 1 but bath 
ir || committed all Judgment to the Son: 
|| The iſt Witneſs | ſhall be their 
own: Conſciences, bearing Wit» 
t, Ineſs, in \ accuſing or excufing, 
le when God ſhall judge the Secrets 
Jof Mens Hearts by Jeſus Chriſt, 
5 xccording to the Goſpel, Rom. 2. 
ell [1664 
ly adb. \The holy Scripture, Jon 
of 12. 47, 48. The Words that 
- [Chriſt ſſ # on the ſame ſhall. judge 


red with Rev. 20. 2. 2. ſaw . 
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